THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 


‘In Paradise the Tree 
Of Knowledge was the pride ; 
By God’s supreme decree, 
The man who eat, then died. 


But Heaven in mercy since 
Does him who tastes forgive ; 

To know is no offence: 
Now, he who eats, shall live,’ 


| HENRY STEVENS of Vermont, FSA, &c 
4 Trafalgar Square, London. 
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| Given forth by Tes of the pee 
LORDS Faithful Servants, 


Whom he fent to 


NEW-ENGLAND, 
LO 


Bear Witnels to his Everlafting Truth. 


- And were there ( by the Priefts, Rulers, and Profeffors) 


after cruel and long Imprifonment, and inhumane 
Whippings and Banifhment, put to deaths for 
no other Caufe, but for keeping the 
Commandments of God, and 
Teftimony of Jefus, A 
. William Robinfor, 
Willians Leddra. 


Hers is alfo perfixed W. R, his Teftimony of his Call to 


that-Service, for obedience unto which, he under- 
went the wrath of Men, but hath obtained 
Everlafting Peace and Reft with God, 


a nnnennennmeeenman nna : 
And they overcame by the bloud of the Lamb, andthe word of their 


Teftimony, who loved not theirlives unto the the death, 
Se 90 ht Rael es a aE ORE 


~ London, Printed in the Year, 1669, 
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-W Robinfon bis Teflimony of bis Call 

tothat Service, for obedience un- 

_to which be was by the‘Profeffors of 
New-England put to Death, 


N the 8th of the ath month, 1659. in the afrer-part of the 
jay, in travelling betwixt Newport on Road-/fland, and 
the houfe of Daniel Gold on the {ame Jfland, wiih my dear 
Brothers Chriffopber Holder ; The Word of the Lord came 

exprefly unto me, ‘waich did fill me immediately with Life and 
Power,and heavenly Love, by which he conftrained me,and com- 
manded me to pals to Boffo, my life to lay down into his Will, 
for the accomplifhing his Service that he had there to perform, 
at the day appointed.Lo which heavenly Voice I prefently ytelded 
obedience, not queftioning the Lord how he \yould bring the thing 
to pafs,being Iwasa Child ; and obedience wes commanded of me 
by the Lord, whofilled me wich living firength and power from 
his heavenly prefence, which at that time did mightily over-fhad- 
dow me, and my Life did fay Amen to what the Lord required of 
| me, and had commanded ms to do, and willingly was I given up 
> from thar time to this day, the will of. the Lord God. to do and to 
! perform whatever become of my body : for the Lord hath faidun- 
to me, My Soul Ahalf reft in eternal Peace, and my Life thall en- 
ter into Reft for being obedient to the God of my Life; I being a 
Child, and durft not queftion the Lordin the leaft, but rarher wil- 
jing to lay down my life than to bring. difhonour tothe Lord ; 
-andas the Lord made me willing, dealing kindly with me, asa 
tender Father doth towardsia faithful Child whom he dearly lovess 
Codid the Lord deal with’ me;in miniftring his Life unto me, wbich 

- gave and giveth me ftrength to perform wnat the Lord required of 
peri”. A 2 . , me, 
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See £4] 
me, and ftill as I did and do ftand in need,he miniftred and mini- 
ftreth more vertue and heavenly power and-wifdom, whereby I weg 
and am made ftrong in God, not fearing what Man fhall be fuffer- 
ed to do unto me, being filled with heavenly Courage, whichis 
Meeknefs and Innocency ; for the Caufe is the Lords.that we go 
in, andthe Battel is the Lords ; and thus {ath the Lord of Hofts, 
“the mighty and terrible God, Moe by might, nor by flrength, nor by 
power of man, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of Hoftywit L performs 
what my mouth hath [paken through my Servants whom Ihave chofen, 
mine Eleét in whom my Sovl delighteth. Friends, the God of my 
Life, and the God of the whole Earth did lay this thing upon me, 
for which I now fuffer bonds near unto death ; He by his Almigh- 
ty Power and everlafting Love, conftrained me and laid this thing 
upon me, and truly I could not deny the Lord, much lefs refift the 
Holy One of J/rael. Therefore all People who are ignorant of 
the motion of the Lord in the inward parts, be not hafty in judg. 
ing if this matter, before you hear the truth of the matter, 
‘eft you (peak evil of the things you know not: for of a truth the 
Lord God of the whole Earth commanded me by his Spirit, and : 
 fpoke unto me by his Son, whom he hath made [Heir of all things, 
ardin his Life I live,and init I {hall depart this earchy tabernacle, 
‘if unmerciful men be (uffered to take ic from me 3 and herein I're- 
_. joyce that the Lord is with me, the Ancient of dayes, the Life of 
the fuffering Seed, for which I am freely given up, and fingly do I 
Randin the willof God; for me to live is Chrift, but to die ig 
gain: And truly, I have a great defire and will to die herein, 
knowing that the Lord is with me, whatever ignorant men fhall be 
able to {ay againft me, for the witne(s of the Spirit I bave recei- 
ved, and the prefence of the Lord and his heavenly Life, who - 
hath accounted me worthy, and called me hereunto, to bear my 
Teftimony againtt ungodly and unrighteous men, who feek totake 
away thelife of the Upright without acaufe, asthe Rulers ofthe * 
Maffathufits Bay doth-intend, if the Lord ftop them not from their 
unrighteous intent. —-—— Oh! hear'ye Rulers, and give ear and 
liften all you thar have-any hand herein, to put the Innocent to 
death! forin the Name,and Fear, and Diead of the Lord God, I 
here declare the-caufe of my faying here amongt{t you, and con- 
tinuing 
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tinuing in your Jurifdiction after there was a Sentence of death 
(as ye faid) pronounced againft me, without a jult caufe,as fou weil 
know ; - that we who are banifhed, committed nothing worthy of 
bani(hnenr, not of any punifhment, mich lefs banifament upon 
death: And now, ye Rulers, ye do intend to put me todeath with 
my Companion, unio whom the Word of the Lord God came fay- 
ing,Ge to Bofton with thy Brother William Robinfon : unto which 
‘Gommand he was obedient, whohad faid unto bim, thar he had a ¢ 
' great work for hin to do # which thing is now feen, and the Lord’ 
is now doing of it, and it isin obedience to the Lord God of the 
‘whole Earth, that we continue amongft you; and that we came to” 
this Town of Boffox again in obedience to the Lord, the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth, in whofe hand your-breath is, and will ye 
putus to death for obeying the Lord God of the whole Earth 2° 
Well, if you do this act, and put us to death ; know this, and be it 
known unto you all, ye Rulers and People within this JurifdiGion, 
whofoever hath a hand herein, will be guilty of innocent bloud,. 
not only upon your felves will you bring innocent bloud, but up- 
onthis Town and the Inhabitants thereof, and elfewhere within. 
-your Jurifdiction that hath the leaft hand herein ;: therefore be: 
inftructed ye Rulers of this Land, and take warning betimes, and 
Jearn wifdom before it be hid from your eyes ; And know this, i¢: 
you putus to death, the Lord will arife in his fierce wrath again{t | 
you, ye Rulers in this Land, ye fhall not efcape the judgments of: 
the God of J/rael, who will confume you root and branch if. you: 
put us to death.. 7 
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Written by one who feareth the Lord, who w by ignerant People: 
called, A Quaker; and unto fuch am I only kuown by the: 
Name William Robiofon ; yet 4 new Name I have reces= 
ved, which [uch knows not, : 
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Several Epifiles given forth by Two 


Ge, ) ie 
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as Yak ftreams of my Fathers Love runs daily through me from 


spbom be fent to New-England, 


Creation,] am overcome with love,for tt is my life and the length 
of my dayes, it’s my glory and my daily frength, I am (wallowed 
up with love, and in love f live, with it lam overcome, and init 
1 dwell with the holy Seed, to which the blefling of loveis given 
from God who is Love,who hath fhedit abroad in my heart,which 
daily fills me with living joy from the Life from whence it comes : 
Ye Children of the Living God, feel me when you are travelling 
in it, feel me when it runs from the Fountain into your Veflels, 
when itiflues gently like new Wine into your bofoms, when the 
ftrenerh and poiver of it you feel, when you are overcome with 
the ftrength of the Life, whichis God, then feel me prefentin the 
Fountain of Love, the Houfe of Heaven, whete is many Manfi- 


pure Love which deftroyes the love which is at emnity with God, 


Father of Love, the Godof Truth, let nothing feparate you from 
thie Love which is my Life ; tet neither words nor thoughts enter 

- betwixt which is contsary to it, for it will ftain the place of its a- 
bode, So dear Children,who are begotten by love into the Cove-~ 
nant of Life and Love, keep daily in its thisis the portion that 
God hath given unto his Children,to continue in his Love, which 
ve the life of che Seed which is railed by the power of the endlefs 
Love of Godin the Creature. Iam full of the quickning power 
of the Lord Jefus Chit, and my Lamp is filled with pure Ol, 
° 


~~ 2 3 


ei refer ee AA 


Lee 


4 Z 
a> Sd Ce ed ee Sa nr : — 
te aS : ‘ oh ae Wok os i Th shor h Sata, + © ey UTE heats teed erated = 
asthe + at a pt era Th ea kh ae ke ee ee Oe a! eo ee 


of the Lords faithful Servants, 


the holy Fountain of Life,to the Seed throughout the whole 


ons ; ye Children of the Lord, feel me Wrapt up with you inthat 


which wars againftthe Seed; which pure Love proceeds from the - 


: 7 | 
fothatit givesa clear light a aa fmel!, and I (half entre’ 
with my Beloved into Erernal Peace and Reft, wherein Lam fwal- 
Jowed up, with the Life of it I am filled, and in it I thall depart 
with everlafting joy and praifesin my mouth, finging Hallalujahs 
unto the Lord who hath Redeemed me by his Living Power from 
_amongit Kindreds, Tongues, and Nations. And now the day of 

my departure drawveth near, I have fought a good Fight, -L have 
kept the holy Faith, I have near finifhed my Courfe, my travel- 
ling isnear at an End, and my Teftimony 18 near to be finifhed, 


and an Eternal Crown is taid up for me, and for all whofe feet are. 


fhod with Righteoufnefs and the preparation of Peace, even fuch 
whofe Names-are written in the Book of Life, wherein I liveand: 
remain with-all the faithful Seed for ever and ever, Amen, 


| Written bya Servant of Fefus (brits 
: , William Robinfon.- 


William Robinfon, 4 faithful Mart ys who was banifhed upon pain 
of Death, and robbed and tortured with cruel Whipping, and after 
wards Cendenmed to die with his fellow Sufferers, Marmaduke 


Stephenfon and Mary Dier, who, all three, hand in band like 


innocent Lambs were led away, with the S ouldsers guarding, ant 
the Drums beating (that the People might not hear them {peak } 
to the place of Execution ; where, by the Priefts, Rulersjand Prom 
feffors they were cruelly murdered for the Word of God, and the 
‘J eftimaony of Fe{us: Two dayes before their death, this Salutation 
of bis Lowe tohets fellow Prifoners, procecaed from him asfolloweth 3 
-Y dear Brethren and Sifters, to whom my love abounds, F 
¥V jh.im filled with pure love unto you all,dear Limbs, feel iti: 
your own lives, and seceive it into your own hearts as new Oj] ; 
For truly the fear of the Lord is our ftrength, and the bleffing of the: 
- Jord is our portion, which the Lord doth daily give untous;: 


bleffed be his Name forever. On! letus all keepin Lowlinets,. 
| : ancl 


on 
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and Holinefs, and Meeknefs, and tender Love one towards ano- 
"ther, which is the Seal and Witnefs that the Lord is with us; 
where the Lord forever keep us ftaid on him to receive our daily 
bread, which fatisfieth the hungry Soul. Dear Friends, Brethren 
and Sifters, this 1am conftrained to let you know how mightily 2 
the Love of the Lord our God abounds in my heart, ‘and from my ' 
Life towards you all; itruns forthas a living ftream, refrefhing 
the Spirit and Life within us all, and every one as you feel it, and | | 
accordirg to your meafures receive it into your hearts, to the re- | 
fre{hing and ftrengthning ‘of one another. Dear Lambs, Iwas : 
the firft that the Lord God our heavenly Father did lay this thing | 
upon, for which I now fuffer bonds near to death, fromthe firtt: 
day until now, the weight of the thing was laid upon me from the 
~ Lord God, in obedience to his holy Will and Command, I gave 
up, in which obedience the Arm and Power of the Lord hath been 
and is with me to this day, and the thing which the Lord hath faid 
unto me from the beginning of it to this day, which ftill remains 
with'me, that my Life muft accomplifh:the thing, and byit mut 
the powers of Darknefs fall, and yet.will they feek and labour to 
take it ftom me, and through much difficulty and buftling wilt 
they be fuffered, to the glory of our God, and to therejoycing of 
the Ele&. So my dear Brethren and Sifters, my Love and Life 
feel in your own hearts, for 1 am full unto you all in Heavenly —~ 
Love, and my Life is ever,with you ; the Lord for ever keep us all - 
as we are now, tothe glory of his Name, dmen. This was I mo- 
ved to write unto you all, my dear Brethren and Sifters,my fellow 
Prifoners, that have any part or do partake with me herein. 
‘Your dear Brother, in Holy ahd Heavenly Joy, and true Love 
and Peace. te oh 
pee William Robinfon, - 
Written in the Hole of the Condensned ce | 
in Botton Goal sn New- England, 
the Firft day of the Week, being 
the 16th day of the 8th mon.1659. 
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» William Leddra, the laf of the Four Martyrs that were murdered 
ta Botton: He forthe Truths fake was Prifoner under the hands 
of the cruel Profefforsof New-Plimouth near a year, to the 

admiration of tender People, in avery open Prifoa, where he lay, 
an an extream cold Winter without any fire, by which he might 
have been froxen.to death, had uot the Lord npheld': He afcer- 

_ wards coming to Boktonin New-Eneland, where for being called 
a Quaker, he was by: Priefts axdRulers torn andtoreaved with 
cruel Whipping, and banifhed on pain of Death,and kept clofe Pri~ 
foner almoft a year,.faff chained to a Logg of Tinsber, from the 
hour of his coming into Prifon, tillthe very. moment they led him 
forth to be murdered ; and when they called him before the Fudg- 
ment Seat to recesve the Sentence of Death, the cruel Faylor who 
would drag him by the hair of the head, fometime lead bins along 
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through part of the Town, who inthe filent Lamb-like patience ia 
_ followed him in Chains, bearing the Logg into their Fud gment= ik 
Hall; this Lamb of Fefusthe very. day before the Priefts, Rulers, 
_ «and Profeffors murdered him, gave forth toall the F aithful,thws | tee 

| enfuing Teftimony for the Lord, 3 é 
| To the focsety of the little Flock, Grace and Peace be multiplied, fe 
Ae dew 

\ A Of dear and inwardly beloved, The feet influence of the  B 
mM Morning Star, like a Floud, diftilling into my innocent 42. 
Habitation, hath fo filled me with the joy of the Lordin the beau~ » 
ty of Holinefs, that my Spirit is as if it did notinhabit'a Taber- a 
 macle of Clay, but is wholly fwallowed: up in the bofom of B- - 
-ternity from whence-ig had its being; Alas, alas, whatcanthe €e 
| wrath and fpirit of than that lufteth to Envy, aggravated by the ee 
heat and ftrength of the King of the Locufis which came out of: a 
the Pit, do unto one that is hid in the Secret «place of the Al.’ = 
mighty, oruato them that are vathered-under the healing wings’ (2 

' of the Prince of Peace, under whole Armourof Life they fhalh: De 
bs able to ftand in the day of tryal, having on the Breaftplate of By: 

- -‘Righteoufnels, and the Sivord of the Spirit, which is their wea- | S 
| pon of War again Spiritual Wickednefs, Principalities, and ! 
| GED B Powers, ‘ 
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Powers, and the Rulers of the Darknefs of this World, both 

within and without 2 Oh! my beloved, Ihave waited as a Dove 

at the window of the Ark, and have ftood ftillin that Watch, 

which the Matter of the Houfe did at his comine (without whom 
I could do nothing) reward with the fulnefs of his Love, wherein 

~ my heart did rejoyce, that I mightin the Love and Life of Ged, 

{peak a few words unto you, fealed with the Spirit of Promife, 

that the tafte thereof might bea favour of Life to your life, and : 

a Teftimony in you of my innocent death. And if I had been 

altogether filent, and the: Lord had not opened my mouth unto : 

you, yet he would have opened your hearts, and there have fealed 

my Innocency with the ftreams of Life, by which we'are baptized 

into that body which is in God, with whom and in whofe Pre- 

fence there is Life, in which as youabide, you ftand upon the 

pillar.and ground of Truth ; for the Life being the Truth, and 

the Way, go not one ftep without it, left you fhould compals a 

Mountain of fin in the Wildernefs:° For anto every thing there 

is a feafon,'as the flowing of the Ocean doth fill every Creek | - 

and Branch thereof, and then retires again towards its own be- 

ing and fulnefs, andieavesafavour behind it; Sodoth the Life : 

and Virtue of God flow into every one of your hearts, whom he 

hath made partaker of his Divine Nature; and when it with- 

draws but alittle, it leaves a {weet favour behind it, that many 

can fay, they are made clean through the Word that he hath fpo- 

ken to them, in which innocent condition you may fee what you 

are in the Prefence of God, and what you are without him. 

Therefore, my dear hearts, let the injoyment of the Life alone 

be your Hope, your Joy, and Confolation 5 and let the Man of 

God flee thofe things that would lead the Mind out of the Crofs, 

for then the favour of Life will be buried; And although that ~~ 

fome may {peak of things that they received in the Life (as ex- 

periences) yet the Life being vailed, and thefavourthat it left 

behind, wathed away~ by the freth flouds of Temptations; the” 

Condition that they did injoy in the Life, boafted of by the Aiery 

thing, will be but asthe Manna that was gathered yefterday,with- 

out either (cent or favour: for it was only well with the Man while 

he was inthe Life of Innocency; but being driven from the | 

Prefence of the Lord into the Barth, what can he boaftof ? And 
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although you know thefe things, and many of you much ore” 


than I can fay, yet for the Love and Zeal that I bear to the 


‘Truth and Honour of God, and the tender Defires of my Soul to 


thofe thatare young, that they might read mein that from which 
I write, to ftrengthen them againft the Wiles of the fubtile Ser- 
pentghat b:ouiled Eve ; I fay, ftandin the Watch within, in the 


fear of the Lord, which isthe very entrance of Wifdom, and the _ 


ftate where you are ready toreceive the fecrecs of the Lord; bun- 
ger and thirft patiently, be not weary, neitherdoubr; ftand fill, 
and ceafe from thy own working, and in due time thou fhaic 
enter into thy Reft, and thy Eyes fhall behold thy Salvation, 
whofe Teftimonies are {ure and righteous altogether; letthem 
be as afeal uponthy arm, and as jewels ebout thy neck, that o- 
thers may fee what the Lord hath done for your Souls, confefs 
him before men, yea, before the createft of his enemies, fear not 
what they can do toycu ; greareris He that isin you,than he that 
ig in the World; for He will cloath you with Humility, andin 
the power of his Mecknefs you fhall reign over all the rage of 


your Enemies inthe favour of God, wherein as you ftand in 


Faith, ye are the Salt of the Earth; for many feeing your good 
works, may glorifie Godin the day of their vifitation, Take heed 
of receiving that which you faw not in your Life, left you give 
ear to the Enemy 3 bring alltothe Life, that they may be proved 
whether they are wroughtin God. The love of the World, the 
Juttof the Fleth, the luftof the Eye, is without the Light,in the 
World; therefore poffefs your Veffels in all Sanctification and 
Honour, and let your Eye look at che mark, He thac hath called 


_you, who is Holy; And if there be an eye that offends, pluck it 


out, andcaftit from you; let not the Temptation take hold, for 
if you do, it will keep from the favour of God, and that will be 
a fad ftate; for Without Grace poflefsit, there is no aflurance of 
Salvation: By Grace you are faved, and the witnetling of itis 
Sufficient for you ; To which I commend you all,my dear Friends, 
and in itremain, | 
Your Brother, | 
Bofton Goal; the 3th of the = William Leddras 
Firft Month, 1661, | 


THE END, 
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